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CELEBRATING FIVE GREAT YEARS!
It’s always amazing to see our community show its support for
the work we do. On August 5th, we celebrated our fifth
anniversary – and what a party! Dignitaries, clients, colleagues
from CCIS, and members of the general public visited our
office to help us celebrate and enjoy some delicious food.
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This year, we also decided to give something back to a
community that has given us so much. When BCIS first
opened our doors, we planted a tree near our office. In keeping with the
outdoor theme, we decided to add a picnic table to compliment the tree.
We needed help to decorate, so anyone attending the noon hour event
was invited to ‘hand paint’ the table. This was done by dipping your hand
into the paint and leaving a handprint on the table. It was messy, but oh,
so much fun!
We very much enjoyed the opportunity to share our
success, distribute anniversary cake to everyone, and
give tours of our office! Thanks to everyone for showing
your support of what we do everyday!
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EMPLOYMENT BLOG by Ryan Kiedrowski
Workplace Injuries and
the WCB
“Did this injury happen at
work?” You may be asked this
question if you find yourself in
the emergency room at the
Brooks Health Centre. There’s
an important reason for this
question, and an important
reason to be honest when
answering it. If you were hurt
at work, you need to report the
injury to your employer, then
to Workers’ Compensation
Board (WCB). Some
employers might ask that you
do not report the injury to
WCB, but always put yourself
and your health first- report
the injury.
There is a form to fill out that
asks about when, where, and
how you were injured. You will
also need to report things like
where you went for medical
treatment, which doctor you

Reporting an injury to WCB is
important – after all, it’s YOUR
health and safety at stake. If
you have questions about the
WCB or how to report an injury,
you can visit BCIS and speak
with me.
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had, and what treatment they
recommended. It’s also very
important to keep any
doctor’s notes; even better to
get a photocopy for your
personal files in case you
need to give your employer
the original copy.

VOLUNTEERING IS A GREAT OPPORTUNITY
by Rogelio A. Namalata

My name is Rogelio A. Namalata. I
came to Brooks in 2009 from the City
of Golden Friendship, Cagayan De
Oro City, Philippines. I graduated
from Xavier University with a
Bachelor degree in Electrical
Engineering.

It’s also important to keep track
of specialist appointments that
you attend. You can be
compensated for things like
travel, if someone needs to
drive you to see a doctor, and
meals. Always keep your
receipts, just in case you need
to present them.

Being a volunteer at BCIS is one of
the best decisions I had made
recently. I was able to share my
time with someone in need, and I
would say it wasn’t a waste of time,
In fact it was all worth it!
I would like to use this chance to say
thank you to BCIS for giving me an
opportunity to volunteer. I am
looking forward to doing it again and
again.
Glad to share my time with you, and
I’m glad to be in Brooks!

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR AMAZING
VOLUNTEERS FOR ALL YOUR HELP
DURING OUR ANNIVERSARY PARTY!
The party would not have been a
success without you!

Save the Date!
English Language Assessment
The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks
Campus of Medicine Hat College for two
assessment sessions.
Tuesday, September 8, 4-8 pm
Wednesday, September 9, 9 am-1 pm

To book an appointment, call the Brooks
Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak with
Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also
call SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or
email salasltd@telus.net.

TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKER by Victor Valenzuela
and four children, who
joined me here last
August, 2014. It was hard
for them the first few
months because it was
their first time to
experience snow! For me,
the first year was hard
because I was having
difficulty getting
documents from the
government. Then
Hello, my name is Victor
Valenzuela, originally from someone told me to come
the Philippines. I am a
to BCIS for help. I am so
machinist. I have been
lucky that I met Ashley.
here for almost three years She is always willing to
in Canada. I have a wife
help every single step and

explain to me what I need,
and any information about
policies and procedures.
She helped me renew my
work permit application,
and applications for my
family. I am now a
provincial nominee, and
have applied for
permanent residency. I am
excited to get my
permanent residency for
me and my family. It is a
great opportunity to be in
Canada. I am so lucky that
we have BCIS always
helping us. Thanks to the

Government of Alberta* for
helping to have BCIS here
for us! And thanks to
Ashley for her hard work.
God Bless Alberta!
From, Victor

*The TFW support services
program is funded through
the Government of Alberta
Jobs, Skills, Training and
Labour
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YOUTH HAPPENINGS by Joseph Octavious
Summer has come and
gone, and the BCIS
Youth Group has had a
splendid and wonderful
summer. Though
some of the youth
appeared to be
stressed by their
summer courses, they
were still able to successfully complete their
summer programs and still have a little fun. On
July 21, the Youth Group and Newbrook Lodge
residents had an interactive forum at Lake Newell,
which was accompanied by various activities such
as games and a splash in the lake. They all had a
wonderful time!

The youth also volunteered on July 22 & 24 to paint
a fence for a lovely family in the community. This
gave them a new set of skills, and also gave them
a chance to have some fun at the same time. With
the generous donation the youth group received,
they were able to plan a memorable trip to
Medicine Hat for dinner
and a movie. Future
plans include the youth
engaging in another event
with the residents at
Newbrook Lodge to
further strengthen the
relationship between
seniors and youth in our
community.

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East
Brooks, Alberta
Phone: 403-362-0404 ~ Fax: 403-362-0435

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm
Wednesday
8:30am-7:00pm
Friday
8:30am -2:00pm

Connect with us!

www.bcis-brooks.ca

@askBCIS

UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
LABOUR DAY
Office Closed
September 7
BUYING A HOUSE
Get some tips and hints to guide
you through buying a house.
September 13
1 pm

IMMIGRANT WOMEN’S BREAST
HEALTH
Get the facts and ask questions to
be sure you have important
information regarding your health.

September 20
1 pm

Funded by/Financé par:

CELEBRATE CULTURE IN
THE CITY OF BROOKS

September 26
Newcomer Orientation
Important information for newcomers
to the community.

PLUS
RCMP AND THE LAW
Here is a chance for you to hear what
RCMP officers do for our community
and how they can help you.

September 27
1 pm
Lunch & Learn Series
Held on the last Wednesday of
each month.
Wednesday, September 30
12-1 pm

