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I was
a stranger & you made
me welcome

A world without Mandela
This past December, the world lost a
great leader. A man who, against all odds,
led a country that suffered from a long
history of racism and discrimination to
become a place where everyone is equal.
He believed in the power of humanity
through love, compassion and conviction.

Our Community

For his conviction, this man was in
prison for 27 years and when he was freed,
becoming the first black president of South
Africa. He even invited his jailer to his
inauguration ceremony and made him a
close friend!
The death of Nelson Mandela was not a
lost only for South Africa, but a loss for the
whole world - and for Canadians in
particular.
After all, Canada awarded him an
honorary Canadian Citizenship in 2001 for
his “great moral leadership to South Africa
and to all humanity” making him the first
living person to receive this honor. This is
not a surprise, as Canada is a model of
multiculturalism recognized and celebrated
around the world.
As we pay farewell to Nelson Mandela
(and to 2013), we hope his values and
legacy keep guiding us through 2014 and
beyond in a world without Mandela.

BCIS Service Manager Mohammed Idriss is
seen here presenting Kevin Sims (left) with
the top prize during the Brooks Got Talent 2
event on Nov. 30.
R E AD IN G L E VE L G U ID E :

Happy New Year
Till next time,
Have Fun!

Easy
Intermediate
Advanced
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BCIS staff receive accreditation

Two members of the BCIS staff
were recognized during the recent
Alberta Association of Immigrant
Serving Agencies (AAISA)
conference held in Calgary last
December. Settlement Counselors
Tammy Dafoe and Fleeha Ahmad
were honored with their peers
during a special ceremony.
“I believe that settlement
counselors should continue to get
training and education to keep up to BCIS Service Manager Mohammed Idriss congratulates
date with the changes that happen Settlement Counselors Tammy Dafoe (left) and Fleeha
in this sector,” Dafoe said. “By being Ahmad.
recognized for my Level 2
accreditation, it lets others know that I take important sessions during their years at
my job seriously and I want to help my BCIS to achieve the level.
clients to the best of my knowledge.”
“Working in a Settlement Agency for
She also noted being honoured to be four years, I was honored with a Level 2
part of AAISA as it takes pride in offering AAISA pin as a Settlement Practitioner,”
training that builds capacity, provides Ahmad said. “AAISA offers trainings which
effective and responsible settlement are very closely facilitated to the work I do
counselors and provide sustainable day to day.”
programs and services.
“I appreciate earning different
Ahmad and Dafoe both received their aspects of settlement issues and look
Level 2 certification, having completed many forward to enhancing my knowledge further.”
A big thank you from
the BCIS Youth Group
to the Brooks Bandits!
The Bandits spent an
evening teaching us a
bit about hockey and
then gave us free
tickets to watch their
game against Calgary
the next evening. We
had a great time both
nights!
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BCIS Calendar of Events
Buying a House
Jan. 19, 1-3 p.m.
Newcomer Orientation
Jan. 26, 1-3 p.m.
Youth Group Meetings are
held Mondays
3:45-5:30 p.m.

Save the Date! English
Language Assessment
The team from SALAS will be at the
Brooks Campus of Medicine Hat
College on Wed. Jan. 15.
They will hold two assessment
sessions, starting at 9:30 a.m. and
4:30 p.m. To book an appointment,
call the Brooks Campus at (403)
362-1677 and speak with either
Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can
also call SALAS toll-free at 1-8883 2 9 - 4 8 1 1
o r
e m a i l
salasltd@telus.net.

Tips on how to stay warm this winter
Well, it’s a new year, but
we still have lots of winter left!
Usually, we can expect a few
cold weeks in a row before a
Chinook (warm wind from the
Rocky Mountains) comes to
save us.
You may have heard that
BCIS is again partnering with
the Brooks Kinettes club to
offer the Coats for Kids and
Adults program. Until Jan. 15,
we will have winter coats,
mittens, hats and scarves
available for those in need—
from small children to adults in
need. Our supply changes
every day, thanks to generous
local people who donate the
items.
It is important to check
what the weather will be like

before you leave your home.
Dressing in layers is also a
good idea. With a wind,
temperatures can drop an
extra 10 degrees, making
–30 Celsius feel closer to –40!
When it is very cold, skin can
freeze in only a few minutes.
If you drive, let your car run
for a few minutes so it can
warm up. Make sure all snow
and ice is removed from all
windows before driving.

Dust of Snow
The way a crow
Shook down on me
The dust of snow
From a hemlock tree
Has given my heart
A change of mood
And saved some part
Of a day I had rued.
- Robert Frost

What’s the word for……

Performers from our recent Brooks Got Talent 2 event gathered with
emcee and BCIS Settlement Counselor Fleeha Ahmad (she’s under the
‘D’ in ‘Holiday’). The evening was filled with traditional dancing, music,
delicious food from many cultures and fellowship.

English: new
Somali: cusub
Mandarin: xīn
Oromo: haaraa
Dutch: nieuw
Spanish: nuevo
Tagalog: bago
French: nouveau
Japanese: atarashii
German: neu
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TFW Corner
How can I check the status of my
immigration application?
It depends on the type of application.
Temporary residence applications (work
permit, study permit or visitor record)
Temporary residence applications are processed
quickly – generally in less than 40 days
depending on the application type - so, it is not
possible to confirm the status of your application
online. However, you can check the application
processing times to get an idea how long it might
take to process your type of application.
All other applications (sponsorship,
permanent residence, Canadian citizenship)
If you are the sponsor or principal applicant, you
can check the Client Application Status (CAS)
service. (Note: If you are a family member included on someone else’s application, you can
view your profile but not the status of your
application.)
To use this service, you will need to enter some
personal information, such as:
the identification number related to the application, immigration document or correspondence
you got from CIC,
• your surname(s) as they appear on your application or identity documents,
• your date of birth and
your place of birth.
Source: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre/
January Newsletter Contributors:
Mohammed Idriss

Check
us out !

Ryan Kiedrowski
Criselda Narvacan
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Some Random Facts
The candy M&M's actually stands for
"Mars & Murrie's," the last names of the
chocolate candy’s founders.
On Good Friday in 1930, the BBC
reported, "There is no news." Instead,
they played piano music.
Editor Bennett Cerf challenged Dr.
Seuss to write a book using no more
than 50 different words. The
result? Green Eggs and Ham.

Question of the month
What animal is on the Canadian nickel (the
5 cent piece)?
You can send us your answer via email to
ryan.kiedrowski@bcis.brooks.ca.
We’ll post the answer in next month’s BCIS
Express!

We want to hear from you! If you have anything you would like to
add to the BCIS express please contact the office!!

BCIS OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY

8:30 - 4:30

TUESDAY

8:30 - 4:30

WEDNESDAY

8:30 - 7:00

THURSDAY

8:30 - 4:30

FRIDAY

8:30 - 2:00

