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A GREAT PLACE TO LIVE - by Ililli Bakri
My name is Ililli Bakri. I was born and raised in Michata,
Ethiopia. As a child, I grew up with my grandparents
because my parents left us to come to Canada. My
siblings and I were left alone with our grandparents as
our parents tried to find ways to bring us to Canada, too.
It wasn’t until 2013 that our sponsorship succeeded and
we were told that we’re coming to Canada. On February
7, 2013 at 4pm, all of us kids arrived in Calgary, Alberta.
Upon our arrival, we were picked up by our parents from
the airport and were driven to our home in Brooks. It has
been two years since we came and I love living in
Canada. I like Canada because there is freedom, safety,
and everybody is the same. Many other people don’t
have freedom - especially girls and children. Here I am in Canada.; I am so happy.
Thank you Canada for everything. I like BCIS because they help me with my
homework and we do fun things together. I do this for my community. With the BCIS
youth group, we go to the senior centre and help them. We also pick up garbage in
the community. I am a proud citizen of Canada. The people at BCIS are very
friendly and helpful. I think that they are a cool group. I am happy to live in Canada;
it will give me freedom and more opportunities in life.

Volunteer news by Ruby Zhang
A BIG THANK YOU TO BCIS!

I am Ruby Zhang, and I am
writing this letter to say thanks to
BCIS! BCIS helped me find my
direction of my preferred career! I
did not know what I could do
once I came to Canada. One day
in July, 2014, I walked into the
office of BCIS and asked whether

they needed volunteers. I can do
what I can to help somebody who
needs it. I got a chance
as a volunteer teacher in
Brooks Composite high
school! I was so excited
and so appreciated
them! I felt so proud
when I helped the kids
in the school. I found I
enjoyed teaching, it
made my heart satisfied!
The kids loved it and my
teaching gave me so
much confidence. I
know I found my
direction now and It
should be my preferred
career! I will continue to help the
kids as long as I have time!
Thanks a lot to all the kids and
thanks a lot to BCIS and thanks a
lot to the lovely volunteer
coordinator Gurpreet Gill! Thanks
so much for all your help!

NEW EMPLOYEE Hassina Selmoune
2010. I studied economics in
Algeria, then English and
bookkeeping. I worked as a French
substitute teacher, economic
development assistant and
community rehabilitation worker.

My name is Hassina and I’m the
Administrative Assistant/
Receptionist at BCIS.
Brooks has been my home since I
moved from Algeria to Canada in

I recently joined BCIS as an
Administrative assistant/receptionist.
Helping people get connected with
the services they need is my
mission, and it is my extreme
pleasure to welcome you to our
office. I like Brooks and I like
BCIS. It offers me the opportunity to
meet new people from around the
world every single day, and that's
truly amazing!

HIV Community Link (HIVCL) is a nonprofit organization that helps people to
learn about, prevent, and live with HIV/
AIDS and Hepatitis C. We are a nonjudgmental organization that prides
itself on meeting people where they
are at while promoting human rights
and working towards social justice.
The harm reduction approach draws
from a focus to reduce the harms
associated
with
HIV/AIDS
and
Hepatitis C for anyone in the
community who is seeking information
or services. Historically, HIVCL has
and continues to provide services in
Calgary and Medicine Hat. New
programs are now available in the
Brooks area through the support of our
program coordinator, Corey Ranger,
who is happy to be working in the
community and excited to help anyone
affected, indirectly or directly, by HIV/
AIDS and Hepatitis C.
The Brooks Program has been created
to help raise awareness in the
community,
develop
prevention
services and provide support to people
living with or those at risk for HIV/AIDS
and Hepatitis C. Corey is available to
work with any interested organizations
for events, workshops, presentation/
education session; including individual
assistance for people seeking support
relating to HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C.If
you have any comments or questions,
or you wish to learn more about the
program’s services and activities,
please do not hesitate to contact
Corey, the program coordinator, using
the contact information listed below.
HIV Community Link – Brooks
Program
BOX 331, Brooks, AB, T1R 1B4
(403) 376 – 6020
cranger@hivcl.org

TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKERS CORNER by Davinderjit

Hello my name is
Davinderjit. I first came
to Canada from India to
attend school. Then I
came to Brooks from
Toronto in 2013. I went
to school in Toronto and
am working on a post
graduate work permit.
My experience at BCIS
has been great. I first
came for help with my
permanent residency

application. Ashley
Dykin helped me apply
for permanent residency
through Canadian
experience class. After
all that work
unfortunately for me, my
application was sent
back saying they had
reached the cap. I was
very upset but Ashley
helped me apply for
express entry and
encouraged me not to
give up. I am very
thankful for her help and
I hope to get selected
for express entry. When
I was at BCIS I also was
encouraged to
participate in Brooks
Got Talent. I was first
very scared to perform
but the staff at BCIS
made me feel

comfortable. I had a lot of fun at Brooks
Got Talent and met some awesome
people. I have now moved to Calgary for
work but I hope to come back to BCIS for
help with my permanent residency when I
get selected. Thank you BCIS.
Save the Date!
English Language Assessment
The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks Campus
of Medicine Hat College for two assessment sessions.

Tuesday, June 9 4-8 pm
Wednesday, June 10 9 am-1 pm
To book an appointment, call the Brooks Campus at
(403)362-1677 and speak with
Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also call SALAS
toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or email
salasltd@telus.net.

YOUTH HAPPENINGS by Joseph Octavious
On May 2, members of the BCIS Youth Group
volunteered to participate in this year’s Highway Clean
Up.
The youth were very cheerful and energetic
enough to be able to cover 30 km of both sides of the
highway which stretched from former Petro-Canada
Station in Brooks to Ranchland Teepee Rest Area,
towards Bassano. This strenouous task allowed the
youth to raise enough funds to cover an overnight trip to
Edmonton. The trip involved a visit to the Legislative
Assembly of Alberta, the Royal Alberta Museum and
the West Edmonton Mall. On May 4, the youth also had
another exciting and wonderful time with seniors during
a Meet-and-Greet event at Newbrook Lodge retirement
home. Coming up soon, the youth have planned an
amazing Talent Show with seniors at Newbrook Lodge
which is slated for June 1, during Seniors’ Week.

To all of our BCIS youth group
members graduating in 2015:

Hawa, Rahma, Marwardi,
Mohamed, Olivier, Ibsa, Bilise,
Gloria, Victoria, Samatar,
Jamal, Ryan.
Congratulations!

Brooks & County Immigration
Services

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East
Brooks, Alberta
Phone: 403-362-0404 ~ Fax: 403-362-0435

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm
Wednesday
8:30am-7:00pm
Friday
8:30am -2:00pm

Connect with us!

www.bcis-brooks.ca

@askBCIS

UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
Brooks Rodeo Parade
Join us as we celebrate
“Agriculture: Past,
Present and Future!”
Saturday, June 6
8:45am start time

Family Sponsorship
Find out what you need to know
to sponsor family members to
come to Canada.
June 14
1pm

Funded by/Financé par:

Newcomer Orientation
Important information for
newcomers to the community.

June 28
1pm

Lunch & Learn Series
Held on the last Wednesday of
each month.
Wednesday, June 24
12-1 pm

