BCIS EXPRESS
GOOD PEOPLE by Raed Alhaj
Many people from Syria had to leave because of the
war and the killing. They came to Canada in search
of a safe life for themselves and their children.
I am one of those who wanted to find a better life. I
was accepted as a refugee in Canada. When I
arrived, I was met by a group of sponsors at the
airport.
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with others and buy what they need.
When Brad Alexander heard the story of my sister
and her family, and how my sister suffers from the
difficulty of living in Lebanon, they decided to help
me in a search for sponsors. Brad, Chris and my
sponsors are helping me to bring my sister to
Canada.

They are from the Spirit of Grace Lutheran Church in The Canadian government provides aid for Syrian
Brooks.
refugees, but we must not forget what is provided by
volunteers. The work of volunteers is essential to
We were taken to a house with all the necessities of
aiding the Syrians. It is important for newcomers
life and it made us feel safe. They give me and my
who need someone to have someone help them
family love, attention and a lot of their time. They
understand the new system and new laws in
are compassionate and feel sadness and fear for my
Canada. The laws are different from country to
family in Syria. They are really good people.
country. Volunteers are test to help us with this.
They drove us every day from home to school and
These people are the meaning of humanity; those
helped us find a better way to live.
who love other people, help them live in peace,
There are many good people who are helping the
away from the war, and I wish to be a symbol of that
Syrians living in Brooks; people like Brad Alexander, peace.
Kamal AL-Deen, Chris Neeser and Jeff and his wife.
We thank all who gave us the assistance of
They care for the Syrian families and help to provide
volunteers, and thanks to BCIS for providing support
some transportation for them, as well as some
for Syrian refugees
household furniture. They even brought toys for
I thank Mohammed Idriss, the first volunteer to help
children.
me when I arrived to the city of Brooks. He
We need such people to give us advice and
introduced me to many activities that made me more
assistance to start a new life in Canada.
willing to rely on myself to live in Canada.
Jacqui Alexander, along with a group of volunteers,
teach English to Syrian refugees so they can speak

Raed Alhaj was a speaker at the November Lunch &
Learn at BCIS. We are thankful Raed was able to share
some of his story with us to increase our understanding
of the plight of the Syrian refugees.

How Do You Learn to Speak Another Language?

Submitted by Sandra Armitage

Learning a language is not a simple job. It takes a lot of work and determination. Here is one person’s
story (Nikolaj) about how he has learned German and English.
“I was born in Kazakhstan in 1982. I finished seven grades in Kazakhstan before my parents decided to move to
Germany. The first couple of years were really hard for all of us. My dad spoke the old German language before, but
in Germany, it was a different German. My dad was surprised about the language. From 1999 -2002 we lived in
Germany. I finished German high school and I found a company which made it possible to advance my education. My
German was terrible in 1999, because we met only Russian people. That was not a good thing to do, but we did it
because it was more comfortable to speak our own language.
I started my education and moved to my own apartment. The company was really far from my parent’s home, around
400 kilometers. My first time away from home was hard and difficult for me. I was 16 years old. I did not speak very
good German and it was a long way to my parents home. So I changed my mind. I did not meet only Russian people
any more, I tried to integrate to the German life. I got my goal. My parents changed their minds too and integrated to
German life. They reached their goal as well.
Now, I am really happy about the decision to move to Germany. If we had not moved to Germany I would not have had
the chance to come to Canada. I also did not make the same mistake like I did in 1996. I have been in Canada
approximately 12 months and usually meet and talk with people who speak the English language.”

This young man thinks that you have to go out and find English people to speak with. He was sometimes
called unfriendly by his cultural group here in Brooks, but he stuck with his goal. He continued to practice
and improve his English. Now he has a job where he uses English to teach people in other countries how
to use his company’s machines. It takes determination and hard work to break out of your “comfort zone,”
but in the end, it will be worth it.
This story was submitted by ABLE (Adult Basic Literacy Education) at Medicine Hat College. ABLE is an organization
that matches volunteer tutors to lower level English language learners. They work once a week on goals that are set
by the learner and tutor. ABLE also has conversation groups, and computer classes. Do you know of anyone that
wants a tutor, or would like to volunteer to be a tutor? If so, call Sandra at 403-362-1685.

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH

Thank you to;
Simon
Rogelio Nammalata
Glineth Belmi and
Ericka Lorena Mayorga...
for all your help with our Brooks Got Talent event!

TFW CORNER by Kofi Adu-Parko

Understanding The Terminology:
“Implied Status”
When navigating your stay in Canada, particularly
for extending your stay, there is a lot of information
to take in. Sometimes the terminology can be
unclear and therefore could be misunderstood. A
common term which carries a lot of confusion is the
definition of an “implied status.”
Immigration, Refugee and Citizenship Canada (IRCC)
defines “implied status” as such:
If you send your application for an extension of your
authorization to remain in Canada, on the expiry date of
your status, by law, you will be considered in status as a
temporary resident (TR) until a decision is made on your
application. This is known as an implied status.

If you hold a work permit or a study permit, you can
continue working or studying under the conditions of
your previous permit only if you have applied to extend
your stay in Canada under the same category.
However, if you have applied to extend your stay under
another category, you must stop working or studying, if
applicable, on the expiry date of your permit.
If you leave Canada while under implied status, you
may/may not be allowed to re-enter Canada.

BCIS will be hosting an Information Session on the
recent changes to the TFW Program in the latter
part of January, 2017. Please contact the BCIS
office if you are interested in attending.
Save the Date!
English Language Assessment
The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks
Campus of Medicine Hat College for two
assessment sessions.
Tuesday, January 10, 4-8 pm
Wednesday, January 11, 9 am-1 pm

YOUTH HAPPENINGS by Raha Dawe

To book an appointment, call the Brooks
Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak with
Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also call
SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or email
salasltd@telus.net.

My name is Raha Dawe. I’m from Oromiya
which is now part of Ethiopia. My family has
been in Brooks for 2 years, but my dad and
brother were in Kenya for five years. My dad left us in Oromiya when I was eight
years old. My dad sponsored us and brought us to Canada. We have all lived
together in Canada for two years. When I first came to Canada, I started BJHS.
On May 12,2015, I was walking to school with my little sister. On my way to
school, I got into an accident . Since that day I hated the city of Brooks, but now I
started to like it because I have some good friends beside me, helping me with
everything. In 2016, I started at BCHS. I started making new friends and I learned
more English. At the end of the school year, I went to the
Grasslands office to talk about the school. After the summer
break, I started taking a class with Joseph Octavious. This
class is interesting because we learn a lot of useful information
by going to the Brooks food bank, the Brooks fire hall and the
Brooks RCMP office as well as attending workshops.

Brooks & County Immigration
Services

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East
Brooks, Alberta
Phone: 403-362-0404 ~ Fax: 403-362-0435

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm
Wednesday
8:30am-7:00pm
Friday
8:30am -2:00pm

Connect with us!

www.bcis-brooks.ca

@askBCIS

UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
New Years Day
Office closed
Monday, January 2

Newcomer Orientation
Important information for newcomers
to the community.
PLUS

Vehicle Insurance
Make sure you have the correct
insurance for your vehicle and know
what to do if you have an accident.

Landlord and Tenant
Rules
Be clear on what your rights
and obligations are as a
renter.
Sunday January 15
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Sunday, January 29
1 pm

Lunch & Learn Series
Held on the last Wednesday of each
month.
Wednesday, January 25
12-1 pm

