BCIS EXPRESS
CANADIANS WELCOME NEWCOMERS by Mohammed Idriss
For many new Canadians,
this New Year’s is quite
different from their last. I am
talking about the recent
Syrian refugees arriving in
Canadian cities from coast to
coast. This New Year brings
with it hope; hope for some of
the most hopeless
populations. We hear stories
almost daily of people who
have been waiting for years in
refugee camps, and urban
communities in Jordan,
Lebanon, Turkey and Iraq.
Harsh conditions, separated
families and children losing
their innocence and childhood
are the daily realities for these
refugees; however, not for
those who have arrived here in
Canada.

At BCIS, we have been asked
lots of questions; everyone
wants to be involved and do
something to help. We are
planning a community forum
during the month of January
to explore this initiative
further.
This national project has
shown again the humanitarian
leadership of the people of
Canada. Yes, the government
may have facilitated this
process, but it is the citizens of
Canada who have opened their
homes, and their wallets, and
prior to that, they opened their
Canadians have welcomed
the refugees; making them feel
at home and giving them hope.

We will have speakers discuss
the Syrian crisis, the Canadian
response, and how can you
help. We are hoping to
announce the date very soon.
We all should be proud of this
Canadian story. It is the story
of our common values for
humanity, above anything else,
and for that we are the greatest
country in the world.
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Happy New Year!

BCIS YOUTH VISIT “THE ONE” @ 101.1

In November, the BCIS youth
group joined Caitie at the Brooks
radio station. They learned some
of the tricks of radio and even
had the opportunity to “go live”
on The One @ 101.1.

WE WISH
YOU ALL THE
BEST IN
2016!
HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

NEW EMPLOYEE by Saido Ahmed
My name is Saido Ahmed and I
moved from the United States,
where I grew up, to Brooks
three years ago. I like living in
Brooks because I have made
friends from all over the world, I
can get anywhere in the city
within 10 minutes and people
are much kinder here. My
background is in nursing and I
have certificates in Medical
Assistant, Home Health Aide
and Nursing Assistant. My
passion has always been to
help people, especially children
and the elderly. I held several
jobs at nursing homes, clinics,
and managing daycare centers.

I also worked for a non-profit
organization called Health
Assist Tennessee (HAT) in
Nashville for almost four years.
At HAT I helped people qualify
for health insurance, connected
them to affordable health care,
and translated and interpreted
for those with language
barriers.
Now I am working at BCIS to do
what I always loved doing,
working with the youth in our
community, and helping them
with their settlement and
integration needs. I am very
happy to work at BCIS
because of the way people are
helped and cared for.

VOLUNTEERS OF THE MONTH

VOLUNTEERING IS A GREAT EXPERIENCE by Qache Amin
confused because it was the first
time I saw snow and
experienced extreme cold. After
I settled down in Brooks, I
wanted to improve my English
skills. One of my best friends
introduced me to BCIS so that I
can improve my speaking skills
as I volunteer at BCIS. The
BCIS staff are amazing. I spent
my spare time volunteering, and
I met different people from
around the city. Volunteering is a
great experience that introduced
me to different wonderful people
and taught me about other’s
cultures as well.
My name is Qache Amin. I'm
from Ethiopia/Oromia. I came to
Canada in late 2012. I'm
currently taking an English class
at Medicine Hat Collage and I
work at JBS. When I first came
to Brooks, I was frustrated and

I would like to say thank you to
Brooks and County Immigration
Service and also to Gurpreet
Gill, Volunteer Coordinator, for
giving me a chance to work with
you. Keep up the good work!

Thank you to Midekksa, Qache, and Joy
for being a part of our volunteer crew
and helping make Brooks Got Talent a
success!

Save the Date!
English Language Assessment
The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks
Campus of Medicine Hat College for two
assessment sessions.
Tuesday, January 12; 4-8 pm
Wednesday, January 13; 9 am-1 pm

To book an appointment, call the Brooks
Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak with
Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also
call SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or
email salasltd@telus.net.

TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKER by Kofi Adu-Parko

Good-bye 2015! Hello 2016!
I would like to take this opportunity to wish all
TFWs, Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas, and a
very Happy New Year. 2015 has come to an end
and 2016 is almost here with us. We have all
worked hard, weathered the storms 2015 brought
our way, and we are still standing. We hope 2016
will be a better year regarding TFW policies.
For the first time, there was a holiday party held
only for TFWs and the reception was quite
encouraging. We played games, danced, got to
know each other
and shared some
food as well.
Prizes were given
out to winners of
the games, and

the first eight (8) people who came to the party.
It was announced that there are some programs in
the pipeline field for TFWs, and clients were invited
to attend a number of events. One such function is
an information session which will be held at BCIS
on January 24, 2016.
It is my hope that 2016 will greet all of us in good
health, so we can partake in the programs that lay
ahead.

BCIS is once again launching a campaign to raise awareness around March 21, The
International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination. Keep watching our
Facebook page (March 21 Eliminate Racism) and our website (bcis-brooks.ca) for
more information, and how you can get involved!

YOUTH HAPPENINGS by Fathiya Hassan
My
name
is
Fathiya
Hassan
and I have lived in
Canada for almost
two years. I have
lived in Brooks for
eight months. I
really like living
here because I am
learning a lot in
school
and
because the BCIS Youth Group has helped me with a
lot of things. They help me with my homework, and we
do a lot of activities such as field trips, highway cleanup,
and volunteer at Newbrook Lodge. We also went to
101.1 radio and they showed us how to do a radio
program. During Eid, we had a party at BCIS and we

ate pizza and had pop. We also talked about culture,
what Eid stands for and its rules. I was also helped
with writing a resume and how to find a job. The BCIS
Youth Group students are really nice people, and
honest.
Sometimes we have activities in the
community, for example, Brooks Got Talent! I was there
performing my Somali cultural dance and everyone else
was showed their talents as well. The BCIS Youth
Group is my light that helps others see “how could your
life be different if you didn’t wait for someone else to fix
a problem?” You know, you can actually help someone
who wants to be helped. I go to BCIS when I need help
and they actually give students time whenever they are
available. We share each other’s stories, so if you know
of someone who is experiencing challenging times in
their life, share my story with them and ask them to join
our group.

Brooks & County Immigration
Services

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East
Brooks, Alberta
Phone: 403-362-0404 ~ Fax: 403-362-0435

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm
Wednesday
8:30am-7:00pm
Friday
8:30am -2:00pm

Connect with us!

www.bcis-brooks.ca

@askBCIS

UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
New Years Day

Office Closed
January 1
Bugs, Bugs, Bugs
Preventing and treating bed bugs
and lice.

January 17
1 pm

Get some tips and hints to
guide you through buying a
house.
January 31
1 pm

Winter Preparedness

Newcomer Orientation

Make sure you and your family
are prepared for winter.

Important information for newcomers
to the community.

January 27
10:30am & 5pm

PLUS
Vehicle Insurance
Make sure you have the correct
insurance for your vehicle and know
what to do if you have an accident.

January 24
1 pm

Funded by/Financé par:

Buying a House

Lunch & Learn Series
Held on the last Wednesday of
each month.
Wednesday, January 27
12-1 pm

