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Judges: Ashley Brown,
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Brooks Got Talent
Finalists: Jose—third,
BMB—second, Lola—
first place

by Ryan Kiedrowski

It was a day to celebrate the relationship between fathers and their
children. The first annual My Hero & Me event took place in Brooks
on Nov. 18 with an estimated 75 participants. It was an action-packed
event as six teams competed in challenges at the Brooks Firehall,
Eastbrook School and Maximum Adventure Park.
A dinner followed at the Brooks Campus of Medicine Hat College,
which featured local dignitaries RCMP Staff Sergeant Tom McNulty,
City of Brooks Mayor Barry Morishita, County of Newell Reeve Molly
Douglass, and Bow River MP Martin Shields. The keynote speaker,
Tyler Osterhaus, spoke on the important role men have in their
children’s lives and that it’s alright to break free from
the ‘macho man’ stereotype.
Pictured here are Safe Communities Facilitator
Corinne Oliver as she presents BCIS’ own Joseph
Octavious with a Founding Member gift

NEW STAFF MEMBER - Amer Abdelghani
My name is Amer
Abdelghani, I was born
in Munich, Germany, I
am Arabian from the
Middle East, I came to
Canada in Jun. 2008
as a Refugee until I
settled in Brooks in
2009.
I hold a Doctorate
Degree in Management
Accounting. before I
came to Canada I
worked
as
an
Accounting
and
Auditing Counselor and an assistant Professor for a
while. Between 2007 and 2008, I
worked in
Immigration and Refugee services in Syria, mostly
serving Iraqi refugees residing in Syria who were
trying to resettle in Europe and North America.

YOUTH HAPPENINGS by Amel Abdulrahman Ahmed

Now I am working at Brooks and County
immigration services (BCIS) as a Resettlement
Assistant Counselor under the RAP program
where I can assist and support refugees in all
their resettlement needs, I am happy doing this
Job and definitely enjoying it especially with the
amazing, friendly and helpful team members in
BCIS.

VOLUNTEER OF
THE MONTH
Thank you Khalid
Hassan for all the
interpreting you
have done for the schools, the
RCMP and BCIS!

held at The Terry Fox Canadian Youth
Centre in our country's capital, it’s a
friendly, inviting residential facility,
situated on 2.6 acres of beautifully
landscaped property, minutes away from
downtown Ottawa. It is a program that is
held all year round, every year. Many
weeks that are themed differently, and
every theme is held for a week at a time.
In this case we attended the Arts &
Culture week with many other talented
other kids.
We did many things during our
In early October my friend and I
week there, our time table was so planned
had the pleasure of having lunch with the out that we didn't have a moment to be
Rotary club. It consisted of us meeting
“bored” because we were constantly doing
members of the program and interacting
memorable activities. Such as visiting one
with anybody that had took some time
of the most beautiful buildings in all of
from their busy schedule to come meet
Canada, The Parliament Building. Went to
and have lunch with the students that they the National Art gallery Of Canada and
have funded to go to Encounters with
saws some amazing visual arts, & some
Canada. Munira and I had prepared a
power works of arts. Since we were doing
presentation that had talked about the
things in and out of the building, we had
experience we had during the trip,
workshops as well, things like learning the
activities we did and friendships that
drums with Fana Sora who would not let
bloomed between us and many other kids us bang on the drums unless we were
from all across Canada.
always smiling. Or the women they had
In the presentation, a
brought in from a dance studio to learn
slide show was created by us two talking
modern dancing. The staff we met was
about Encounters as a whole, This trip is
truly amazing, and so welcoming. The

food they served was amazing, truly
unforgettable. The guest speakers were
one of the highlights, they were so funny
and so talented, it's indescribable. On the
last night we went back to the Parliament
for the light show, which had brought out
the inner patriot in me. We truly
experienced what it felt to be from Ottawa
it self, since we were allowed to roam
around the streets of downtown Ottawa in
the last afternoon we were there.
What we didn't talk about in the
slideshow was how thankful we were for
being allowed to experience such an
amazing trip. I would like to thank Joseph
for letting us even know what Encounters
With Canada was all about. He was also
the one who worked so hard to convince
others that two students attending would
be better than one, so me and my best
friend would go on a life changing
experience together. Even though Joseph
was the one who planned it all out, we are
so grateful for the Rotary club for even
making this trip possible, without them and
their funding, we would have been stuck in
Brooks for the last week of our summer
doing nothing instead of being at Ottawa
and part of this amazing adventure.

TFW CORNER by Kofi Adu-Parko

Spending the holidays away
from family
When you are a temporary worker,
being away from home during the
holiday season can sometimes be
hard, especially if you are very new to
Canada. Here are a few tips for the
holiday season if you are away from
family and/or are new to Canada.
Learn and explore:
Holiday season is a great time to
explore your new residence. Some of
the local holidays may be the same, or
different than the ones you celebrate
at home. For example, Christmas is
celebrated in Canada, but it may be
celebrated in different ways than it is
at home. Try to embrace those
differences and find out what’s going
on here locally. Chances are, you will
be able to find celebrations that really
make you feel a part of the culture.
Find out what the locals do to
celebrate and try them out. Who
knows, you might find a new tradition
of your own! You can also then teach
others how you celebrate back home.

VOLUNTEER NEWS by

Find ways to celebrate:
If you are having trouble finding things
to do over the holidays, or are looking
for something that reminds you of
home, try taking some time off to head
to a different city over the holiday.
Larger cities simply have more going
on. Even though many cities shut
down around Christmas and New
Year’s, there are always large groups
of different people from abroad in any
big metropolis.

Technology is your friend:

Find others who are away from

despite the distance.

home:

No matter what you do, we wish you a

Of course when you are abroad you
are often missing one very important
thing – family. One good way to bridge
the gap is with Skype. When there is a
family gather, some people set up the
computer so those who are away can
see everyone. Using Skype to just talk
and “hang out” makes it feel like you
are sharing a moment together,

Other immigrants (or people who once safe and happy holiday season!
immigrated) know what it’s like to be in
a place completely foreign to them.
Meeting up with a few people who
have been in your situation is helpful,
and you never know what types of
celebrations you can find. Finding
anything that is familiar is helpful for
homesickness, so connecting with
other people whose first home is
somewhere else can be much needed.

Save the Date!
English Language Assessment
The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks
Campus of Medicine Hat College for two
assessment sessions.
Tuesday, December 13, 4-8 pm
Wednesday, December 14, 9 am-1 pm

To book an appointment, call the Brooks
Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak with
Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also
call SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or
email salasltd@telus.net.

Walled Al Amiri

It has been approximately 20 years since I moved to Brooks. At that time many
refugees (about 150) from Iraq immigrated to Brooks, and there were many needs
for these people such as translating official documents, filling sponsorship
applications, making resumes, besides their daily needs for interpreting when they
need to go shopping, banking, doctor appointments …etc. At that time it was rare
to find a person with the ability to help with all of that, as there was no immigration
agency or government services in town. I volunteered to help these people as
much as I could, I already worked with (UNHCR) as a volunteer before I came to
Canada and I have some experience for those sort of things. I was working 12
hour shifts at Lakeside Packers and tried to help all these people after I finished
my shift.
Time has passed and compared with what we have today, it’s much better for
newcomers as everything is arranged from opening of government agencies, and
volunteers that speak many languages that offer their time and experience to newcomers in Brooks.
The first 3 months are the hardest time for immigrants as their future is still unclear, but now it’s much
easier for them to feel more comfortable when they are provided with all of these services and are
familiarized with people who speak their language and have the same cultural background and traditions.

Brooks & County Immigration
Services

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East
Brooks, Alberta
Phone: 403-362-0404 ~ Fax: 403-362-0435

Office Hours
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday 8:30am-4:30pm
Wednesday
8:30am-7:00pm
Friday
8:30am -2:00pm

Connect with us!

www.bcis-brooks.ca

@askBCIS

UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS
Newcomer Orientation
Important information for newcomers
to the community.
PLUS

Banking, Credit and
Unforeseen Circumstances

BOXING DAY
Office Closed
December 27

Building your credit and what to do if you
have emergency financial needs.

Sunday, December 11
1 pm

New Years Day
Office closed

CHRISTMAS DAY
Office Closed
December 26
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