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LUNCH, TOURS & PRESENTATIONS!!                                 

IT’S ALL FREE! 

Bay 2 - 500 Cassils Road East 

Join us August 5, 12:00-3:00 pm as we                

celebrate our 5th Anniversary! 

THANK YOU FOR 5 GREAT 

YEARS!   



EMPLOYMENT BLOG by Ryan Keidrowski 

References 

On job applications and in 

interviews, people are asked to 

provided references. These are 

contacts that you provide who can 

tell an employer more about you. 

Usually, you will be asked for three 

references, and of those, it is 

common to list two work 

references (co-worker, former 

employer, supervisor, etc.) and 

one personal reference (long-time 

friend, member of a club or 

church). 

Always ask the person you would 

like as a reference if they can do 

this for you. Otherwise, they might 

be surprised when a company calls 

them to ask questions about you. 

Most of the time, people will be 

happy to help you out. 

Make sure to be as up-to-date as 

possible, especially with contact 

information for your references. 

Also, try to keep your references 

up to date. Current references get 

more attention than those from 

many years ago. With your 

personal (also called ‘character’) 

reference,) the longer you’ve 

known someone, the better. 

So what are employers looking for 

from these people? The work 

references will let your potential 

employer know what to expect 

from you as a worker. They can 

find out about your working style 

and habits from a third party. With 

the character reference, the 

employer is hoping to find out 

about some of your interests 

outside of work. 

What if you’re asked to be a 

reference? What will you be 

asked? 

Some of the things you might be 

asked include: your relationship to 

the person, what were their job 

responsibilities, what are their 

strengths, would you hire them 

again, and how would you rate 

WHY I VOLUNTEER by Abdisalam Abi 

their performance on the job. Stick 

to the facts, provide specific details, 

and avoid examples that might 

dwell on the person’s weaknesses. 

Choosing the right reference might 

be the final touch to land you a job. 

If you are providing a reference, you 

might be the deciding factor for your 

friend! 

 

My  name is 

Abdisalam 

Abi and I have 

a degree in 

Biomedical 

Equipment 

Technology 

Engineering 

which I earned  

in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  While in 

Minnesota, I worked with the Somali 

community as well. Now I live in Brooks 

and am a volunteer  with BCIS.   I have 

met many helpful and great people 

there. 

Volunteer work has always been a part 

of my life in some form or another.   

BCIS is an organization I enjoy 

volunteering for and being a part of their 

events.  I really appreciate finding such 

a great place.   

I feel highly motivated to work with BCIS 

to help women and men who live in 

Brooks and have barriers to English.   

 I want to thank BCIS for the opportunity 

to volunteer for them.  Throughout my 

life, I’ve seen the difference that 

volunteering efforts can make in 

people’s lives.  I also know the personal 

value that community service gives to 

me!

Save the Date!  

English Language Assessment 

The team from SALAS will be at the 

Brooks Campus of Medicine Hat College 

for two assessment sessions.                                                                            

Tuesday,  August 11    4-8 pm                               

Wednesday,  August 12   9 am-1 pm 

To book an appointment, call the Brooks 

Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak 

with   

Lorelei, Khamla or Marian.  

You can also call SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH 

We would like to also recognize our 

volunteer of the month for July, Cristita 

Sotolo. 

Cristita has given so many personal hours 

to BCIS this month, helping with the 

translation of documents, attending court 

sessions and volunteering for the Fire 

Hall, and Sunrise Gardens. Thank you, 

Cristita! You are a wonderful volunteer to 

have



TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKER by Sam Seo 

Seven (7)  BCIS Youth Group members travelled to 

Ottawa on June 27 for Encounters With Canada. They 

returned to Brooks saying they cannot wait to share 

their wonderful experiences with friends and family.    

Encounters With Canada is both a fun-filled and 

educational event which takes place every summer in 

Ottawa, and attracts hundreds of youth from all 

backgrounds, from across the country.  

The BCIS Youth Group members have described it as a 

“wonderful lifetime experience” which they say they will 

remember for years to come.   

 In July the BCIS Youth Group planned a picnic at the 

lake with the Newbrook Lodge seniors. Our plan was to 

strengthen the relationship between the youth and 

seniors in the community.  Stay tuned for photos next 

month! 

YOUTH HAPPENINGS by Joseph Octavious 

My name is Sam Seo and I 

was born in South Korea. My 

family includes my wife and 

two daughters. We live in 

Bassano. My life was never 

easy in Canada  because my 

English is poor and I have no 

relatives or friends in Canada 

other then my family. I had to 

pursue everything by myself-

work permit and also 

permanent residency.                                               

I had to get over all the 

struggles, because I am a dad!                                 

I was still having a hard time, 

but then I heard about BCIS.  I 

met Ashley Dykin there.  She 

was a huge help to me.  I did 

not have much of the required 

immigration information, but 

she always guided me to an 

easier and better way.  

Canadian immigration laws are 

changing frequently, but she  

guided me every time there 

was a change, and that 

became a great help.                                               

Whenever there was an 

English lesson or any 

information that could be 

helpful to me, she would invite 

me to BCIS or send an email.  I 

got a lot of information by email 

on seminars.  Whenever I was 

having difficult times with 

problems, she would guide me 

to a safer way and show me a 

solution to solve the problem.           

My family is living in a more 

stable and happy life in 

Canada.  I am deeply thankful 

to her and I appreciate it a lot.  

I believe she will be a good 

friend and guardian to you.                                                             

I guarantee it. 

We went to the Jasper last 

year for seven days for 

summer vacation.  Our 

campsite was Whistler. It was a 

wonderful place. That 

experience was very touching 

for my family.  It was a long 

drive of about 13 hours, and  

we did not have enough space 

in my car because we had a lot 

of supplies for camping, but we 

saw beautiful Canada 

everywhere.  We met kind 

people and 

we have 

many good 

memories.  

We stopped 

by Athabasca 

Glacier on 

the way to 

Jasper   

There is 

always snow 

there.  I felt winter in summer. 

It was amazing!  We walked on 

the snow and put into our 

hands the ice water from the 

snow melt .  Also we went to 

Miette Hot Springs, a famous 

place in Jasper. There was 

about an hour drive between 

my campsites. Miette Hot 

Springs water had many 

minerals which were so good 

for me and my wife, who has 

dry skin.  

At that time we also 

participated in the Ice Bucket 

Challenge because my kids 

were nominated by their 

friends.  The people near our 

campsite were very kind and 

friendly.  They joined us in the 

Ice Bucket Challenge. We had 

fun and were so happy. 

I love Maligne Lake. I think it is 

a beautiful place, one of best at 

Jasper. 

We want to go Vancouver. I 

have never been there. I heard 

from many of my friends it is a 

beautiful place, too.  I hope 

that we can go for there  this 

summer for a vacation! 

Enjoy summer everyone!  



UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS 

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East  

Brooks, Alberta  

 
Phone:  403-362-0404  ~  Fax:  403-362-0435 

Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  8:30am-4:30pm 

Wednesday                             8:30am-7:00pm 

 Friday                                     8:30am -2:00pm 

 

Connect with us! 

Brooks & County Immigration 

Services 

www.bcis-brooks.ca 

Funded by/Financé par: 

Civic Holiday        

Office Closed              

August 3 

@askBCIS 

 

BCIS OPEN HOUSE AND 5TH 

ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION 

Join the party! 

August 5                                          

12-3pm 

Newcomer Orientation      

Important information for 

newcomers to the community. 

AND                             

Preparing your Children for 

School 

Make sure you have the 

information you need before your 

children head off to school this 

year.                               

August 23 

 1 pm    

Lunch & Learn Series  

Held on the last Wednesday of 

each month. 

 Wednesday, August 26  

12-1 pm 

JOB SEARCH SKILLS                

Get some tips and hints to help 

you find a job.                          

August 19                                                

10 am & 6 pm 


