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VOLUNTEER NEWS by  Khalid Ahmed 

Language and Permanent Residency 

“What do I need to apply for Express Entry? Or the 

Alberta Immigrant Nominee Program?”  

For temporary workers wanting to apply for permanent 

residency, these are common questions. Each program has 

different requirements depending on your type of work, 

skills, and experience. One key requirement for most 

Alberta Immigrant Nominee Program (AINP) streams (with 

the exception of skilled trades/skilled worker) and for 

Express Entry,  is language proficiency.  

To demonstrate English or French language proficiency, 

permanent resident applicants will need to take a test to 

assess their language levels. CELPIP and IELTS are the 

two tests recognized by the Provincial and Federal 

governments for English, and the TEF for French. In 

Alberta, these tests are held either in Calgary, Red Deer, 

Edmonton or Fort McMurray. 

The minimum score depends on the program you are 

applying for. For most AINP streams, semi-skilled workers 

need to score 4 or higher. Express Entry requires applicants 

to score a 5 or higher (for skill level B applicants) or a 7 or 

higher (for skill level A applicants).  

Be mindful of the fact that these tests are time specific;  that 

is,  they have expiry dates.  CELPIP, for example, has two 

(2) years expiration.  

For more information on the requirements to apply for the Alberta 

Provincial Nominee Program (AINP) or Express Entry, please visit the 

websites as follows: 

For Alberta Immigrant Nominee Program: http://

www.albertacanada.com/opportunity/immigrating/ainp.aspx 

For Express Entry: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/immigrate/express/
express-entry.asp 
For CELPIP: https://www.celpip.ca  

TFW CORNER by Kofi Adu-Parko

I would describe myself as a very determined and highly motivated person. I 
do take my job seriously but I’m able to see things in perspective and believe 
I’m quite easy-going to work with. 

Volunteering is one of the most rewarding aspects of my life. I know it makes 
a difference to the people I share my time and care with, but what people 
don't realize is that there is definitely a selfish part to it: I do it for me! 
Volunteering gives me such amazing joy, seeing the difference one can 
make in the world gives me a sense of accomplishment and purpose that 
keeps me striving towards a better world.  

Volunteering can strengthen my 
heart, to me it can feel like that, like 
my heart is growing because you are 
let into the heart of another.   

 I experience a person sometimes at their worst, weakened or hardened 
by what life has done to them, and by being a part of their life, I am  
blessed and honored to be able to share in their most intimate moments 
of self realization, which so often leads to enlightenment and solutions. 
Being there for that, is priceless.  

I’m an optimist rather than a pessimist – but I’m also a realist and I cope 
well when the going gets tough; I’m very good at finding solutions to 
problems. Above all, I would say I’m a positive and enthusiastic person – 
and I relish a challenge. 

Save the Date!  

English Language Assessment 

The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks 

Campus of Medicine Hat College for two 

assessment sessions.                                                                            

Tuesday, November 8, 4-8 pm                               

Wednesday,  November 9,  9 am-1 pm 

To book an appointment, call the Brooks 

Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak with   

Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also 

call SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or 

email salasltd@telus.net. 

                                                         

VOLUNTEER 

OF THE MONTH 

Thank you  Brian 

Dunlop for all you 

do for newcomers 

and high school 

students in our 

community. 

 

http://www.albertacanada.com/opportunity/immigrating/ainp.aspx
http://www.albertacanada.com/opportunity/immigrating/ainp.aspx
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/immigrate/express/express-entry.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/immigrate/express/express-entry.asp
https://www.celpip.ca


My name is Hayfa Abood, I was born in Basra, Iraq and have 
an educational background based in general accounting. I 
came to Canada in 1998, and spent most of that time here in 
Brooks. For the past decade, I have volunteered at Central 
School, BCIS, the Red Cross, along with SPEC. My interests 
lay in physical activities such as swimming, yoga, and of 
course-- dance. I would describe myself as a social and very 
friendly person. I currently work at BCIS as a  settlement 
counsellor in the Refugee Assistance Program. My job is to 
help refugees with their new lives in Brooks. The reason I 
work at BCIS is based upon my personal experience as a 
newcomer. When I first came, there was very limited 
resources and information given to us, we usually relied on  
others with the same background for help. I hope to provide 
helpful information, stemming from my own experience, so  
newcomers can easily adjust to their new home.   

NEW STAFF MEMBER - HAYFA ABOOD 

Community Link 

HIV Community Link is a non-

profit organization that helps 

people to learn about, prevent, 

and live with HIV/AIDS and 

Hepatitis C. HIV Community 

Link is beginning its second 

year of work in the Brooks community.  We are a non-

judgmental organization that prides itself on meeting people 

where they are at, while promoting human rights and 

working towards social justice. The Brooks Program 

continues to help raise awareness in the community, 

develop prevention services and provide support to people 

living with or those at risk for HIV/AIDS and Hepatitis C. 

World AIDS Day 2016 

December 1st 2016 is World AIDS Day. This allows 

us all the chance to reflect upon those who have passed 

away. It also provides the opportunity to raise awareness 

and spark conversation; the theme for World AIDS Day 

2016 is ‘Hands Up for #HIV Prevention’. HIV/AIDS continues 

to be a global issue, as an estimated 36.7 million people are 

now living with the virus (CATIE, 2016). Despite 

improvements in testing and treatment technologies, a 2016 

report for UNAIDS showed 1.1 million deaths from AIDS-

related illnesses in 2015 (CATIE, 2016). 

IV/AIDS in Canada 

 HIV also continues to be a major concern in 

Canada-in fact, it is said that approximately seven (7) 

Canadians are infected with HIV every day (CATIE, 2016). 

According to the Public Health Agency of Canada (2014), 

there was an estimated 75,500 Canadians living with HIV by 

the end of 2014-with 21% unaware of their positive HIV 

status. That is why awareness and screening initiatives have 

never been so vital. Advancements in treatment has 

changed the progression of HIV infections in Canada; a 

young Canadian living with HIV is now expected to live into 

their early 70s (CATIE, 2016). 

Raising Awareness 

 Raising awareness about HIV and AIDS is a 

powerful means of breaking down barriers. It promotes 

conversations and encourages learning. It is a topic filled 

with myths and misconceptions, which creates fear and 

discrimination.  

On December 1st, 2016 HIV Community Link – Brooks, will 

have information booths displayed at a variety of community 

settings. Receive a Red Ribbon at BCIS, SPEC Association 

or Medicine Hat College – Brooks and wear it to raise 

awareness in your community! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS 

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East  

Brooks, Alberta  

 
Phone:  403-362-0404  ~  Fax:  403-362-0435 

Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday  8:30am-4:30pm 

Wednesday                             8:30am-7:00pm 

 Friday                                     8:30am -2:00pm 

 

Connect with us! 

Brooks & County Immigration 

Services 

www.bcis-brooks.ca 

Funded by/Financé par: 

@askBCIS 

Lunch & Learn Series  

Held on the last Wednesday of 

each month. 

 Wednesday, November 30              

12-1 pm  

Brooks Got Talent               
CONTACT BCIS FOR MORE 

INFORMATION AND TO 

PURCHASE TICKETS.                    

*This event sells out every year so 

purchase your tickets early!              
November 26                                    

Doors open at 6 pm

Newcomer Orientation    

Important information for newcomers 

to the community.                             

PLUS                                              

Health Information-FLU           
Don’t let the flu take you down this winter.  

Find out ways to keep yourself healthy!                                    

Sunday, November 20                           

1 pm

November 11 

 OFFICE CLOSED FOR 

Remembrance Day  

New Alberta Workers                    

Information about your rights at 

work. 

    Sunday, November 6                           

12 –2 pm


