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will host a fashion show 

from around the world. 

After sampling  food at 

the Taste of Nations, 

come to the Brooks    

Junior High School to 

enjoy Ethiopian coffee, 

while viewing cultural 

displays and beautiful 

fashions from the        

different countries      

represented in our City of 

100 Hellos. 

The Alberta Cultural 

Days will feature many 

more exciting events 

throughout the weekend. 

Be sure to be part of the 

celebration.  See you 

there.  Until next time, 

have fun! 

September-An Amazing Month at BCIS by Mohammed Idriss 

Dinosaur Park Trip 

Summer is over and 

school is starting soon, 

however that doesn’t 

mean fun and exciting 

events have to end! BCIS 

is working to make  the 

month of September   

enjoyable. 

The Amazing Race is 

coming back to Brooks 

again. This year, on         

September 13, BCIS will 

present the second   

Amazing Race Brooks. 

Teams will compete in a 

series of challenges to be 

the first team arriving at 

the finish line. As part of 

the race, they will also 

solve a word puzzle with 

clues they collect from 

several business in the 

downtown area. This event 

is for youth and families 

and the goal is to learn 

about the community, do        

something fun, and meet 

with new friends. Teams of 

three can register by     

contacting BCIS and    

talking with one of our 

staff. This will be an   

amazing end to a         

wonderful summer, and a 

good beginning for another 

school year, filled with lots 

of learning and lots of fun. 

The second event we are 

involved with will take 

place on September 27. As 

part of Alberta Cultural 

Days celebrations, BCIS 

visit from a “real” dinosaur!  A 

chance to look at fossils and 

dinosaur bones rounded out our 

exciting day.  Thank you to 

Dinosaur Park for the great 

It was a day full of fun and   

adventure as clients and 

staff toured Dinosaur     

Provincial Park on August 

17.  After spending the 

morning touring the park, 

the Cretaceous Café       

prepared a  wonderful buffet 

for our group at the      

Sandstone Lodge.  As we 

watched the rain bounce of 

the Red Deer River during a 

wild and wonderful       

thunderstorm ,we dreaded 

walking up to the Field 

House in the large puddles.  

As we looked at the muddy 

road, a tour bus pulled up in 

front of the building to   

rescue us from the wet  

journey!   

After a tour of the Field 

House, we had a custom 

tour of the park, including a 

"By all these lovely   tokens 

September days are here, 

With summer’s best of 

weather 

And autumn’s best of 

cheer." 

-   Helen Hunt Jackson  
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EMPLOYMENT by Ryan Kiedrowski 

New Employee-Ashley Dykin 

be being a part of the group and 

participating in their activities. This 

is good if you are currently between 

jobs, because if your job search is 

taking longer than you anticipated, 

going to a club meeting will be a 

highlight. It’s a chance to shift your 

focus for a few hours and get 

motivated to continue. 

We live in such a small city that 

networking through service clubs is a 

great way to find job leads quickly. 

If you have any questions on how to 

volunteer or what kind of 

opportunities are available, visit 

BCIS and  speak with our Volunteer 

Coordinator. 

You want me to work for 

free? 

Well, not quite, but close. 

One way to build a network and 

expand your chances of finding a 

job is through volunteer work. 

That is, joining a local service club 

such as the Elks, Kinsmen, or 

Rotary (among many others in 

Brooks). Service clubs are an 

important part of a community as 

they raise funds, hold community 

events, and bring people together 

for a good cause. 

Now, we mentioned ‘building a 

network’ at the beginning of this 

article. Service clubs are a great 

place to find out from fellow 

members about possible job leads. 

Even just mentioning that you are 

looking for work can open doors. 

It’s been estimated that between 70 

and 80% of jobs are not advertised 

– this means your next job lead 

might just come through talking 

with someone who is hiring, or 

knows of a company looking for 

workers. 

As well, if you are a member of a 

service club, you are giving 

something back to your 

community. You will have a sense 

of pride and accomplishment just 

We welcome Ashley 

Dykin, our new 

Temporary Foreign 

Worker (TFW)  Client 

Support Worker. Ashley 

started off at CCIS in a                        

Settlement Worker in 

Schools position before 

moving over to her 

current role at BCIS. 

She recently completed 

a Master’s degree in            

Anthropology, based 

on research performed 

right here in Brooks. 

The topic was 

Community Inclusion in 

a Rural City. This is her 

second move to Brooks 

(the first time with her 
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family in her youth), 

returning to the town 

where many memories 

were made, and where 

the inspiration for her 

master’s thesis was 

born. Ashley is an 

“eternal” student, 

always looking to learn 

something new. She 

enjoys reading and 

writing, swimming, 

golfing, and walking her 

noisy dog.  

She also is an eternal 

optimist: hoping one day 

the Blue Jays will make it 

to the post-season!         

Ashley is excited to start 

her new position here at 

BCIS. She hopes to bring 

the skills and knowledge 

she obtained through her 

studies to help TFWs 

connect to the community 

and to navigate their 

many pathways, both 

temporary and 

permanent.  

BCIS Open House with the 

Brooks Elks  volunteering to help  

make our day a  success. 



TEMPORARY FOREIGN WORKERS by Ashley Dykin 

 

will take to process your 

permit. 

If your visa is expiring 

soon, make sure you are 

aware of the processing 

times for the type of visa 

you wish to renew. You can 

check processing times at: 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/

english/information/times/

temp.asp 

Regardless of processing 

times, CIC recommends to 

apply early, recommending 

that you apply at least 30 

days prior to your permit’s 

expiry date. 

Keep Updated and Informed 

in Order to Maintain Your 

Status as a Temporary 

Resident 

Are you a temporary 

resident visa holder wishing 

to extend your stay? Do you 

know how long it will take 

to renew your visa? Did you 

know that the processing 

times for visas can vary 

quite significantly 

dependent on the type of 

visa and how you apply? 

Temporary foreign workers 

should take note of when 

their current work permit 

expires in order to avoid 

stoppages in work, extra 

costs, or a potential return 

home. If your work permit 

expires before you get a 

chance to renew, you will 

have a limited time period 

to to pay extra fees to 

restore your status and you 

will be unable to legally 

work until you receive a 

new permit. Processing 

times vary, and change from 

time to time, so it is 

important to know 

approximately how long it 

their clubs.  

 

For more information,                          

please contact:  

Beth Landowski  

 COMMUNITY                                               

INFORMATION &                          

REGISTRATION EVENT  

The City of Brooks Recreation 

Services will be hosting a special 

community information & 

registration event on                             

September 3 & 4 from                       

5:30-8:30pm. This event will be 

hosted at the Lakeside Leisure 

Centre in the Cenovus Flex Hall 

as an open venue where 

members of the community can 

come and access information and 

register for the many programs, 

events and organizations that 

offer recreation and leisure 

activities in the City of Brooks. 

This convenient one-stop-shop 

will assist residents by 

increasing the accessibility of 

these organizations, giving more 

opportunities for residents to 

actively participate in recreation and 

leisure activities in Brooks.  

Members from the Brooks Rotary 

Club, BCIS,  Acro Fitness, 

TumbleWeed Theatre, Brooks 

Public Library, Brooks & District 

Handicraft Guild, Brooks Air 

Cadets, Brooks & County 

Immigration Services, Brooks 

Ringette Club, the Girl Guides of 

Canada, Duchess Figure Skating 

Club, Rythmic Soles Dance 

Academy, SPEC Association, 

Brooks Gymnastics Club, Scouts 

Canada, Grasslands Soccer 

Association, Bisbees Fitness 

Experience, Inner Spirit Yoga Inc, 

and Brooks Volleyball Club will all 

be in attendance to answer questions 

and offer opportunities to enroll in 
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Save the Date!  

English Language Assessment 

The team from SALAS will be at the Brooks 

Campus of Medicine Hat College for two 

assessment sessions. 

  Tuesday, September 9       4-8 pm 

 Wednesday,  September 10                             

9 am-1 pm 

To book an appointment, call the Brooks 

Campus at (403)362-1677 and speak with   

Lorelei, Khamla or Marian. You can also 

call SALAS toll-free at 1-888-329-4811 or 

email salasltd@telus.net. 

Want more information on 

the changes to the 

program? We will be having 

an information session at 

BCIS with the TFW 

Advisory Office on Sept 28 

from 1-3pm. For employers, 

we will be hosting a round-

table discussion with the 

TFW Advisory Office on 

Sept 29 from 10am-12pm. If 

you are a TFW or an 

employer and are interested 

in one of these sessions, 

please contact BCIS to 

register. There is no cost for 

either of the sessions and 

both sessions will be held at 

the BCIS main office. 

http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/temp.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/temp.asp
http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/information/times/temp.asp


UPCOMING EVENTS AND WORKSHOPS 

THE GAMES ROOM 

Bay 2-500 Cassils Road East  

Brooks, Alberta  

 
Phone:  403-362-0404  ~  Fax:  403-362-0435 

Office Hours 

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday      8:30am-4.:0pm 

Wednesday                                  8:30am-7:00pm 

 Friday                                         8:30am -2:00pm 

 

 

Connect with us! 

Brooks & County Immigration 

Services 

www.bcis-brooks.ca 

Funded by/Financé par: 

LABOUR DAY 

Office closed. Have a safe and 

happy long weekend! 

September 1 

THE BASICS OF BANKING 

Learn the basics of banking in     

Canada. 

September 7 at 1pm 

THE AMAZING RACE 

An exciting family event.                 

Contact BCIS to register! 

September 13 Starts at 11 am 

Fashion of Nations 

Join us for a taste of Ethiopian 

coffee as you enjoy the Fashion of 

Nations at Brooks Junior High 

School as we celebrate Brooks 

Cultural Days. 

September 27 at  3pm 

Lunch & Learn Series  
Held on the last Wednesday of each 

month. 

 Wednesday, September 24        

12-1 pm 

@askBCIS 


