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The good news is that February is Elkwater, Alberta. For most, it was their first

considered the last month of the Winter
Season. The bad news is that it's been known
to snow in any given month of the year in our
part of the world!

Funny how most weather reports talk
about looking forward to warmer weather.
What about those who love the cold and snow
of winter?

We've seen some interesting things this
winter. Videos of a guy skating down the
streets of Moose Jaw, Saskatchewan; a rise
in how popular riding dogsleds around
Calgary is becoming; and ads on TV of a
truck made of ice. It's also been a bit tricky
getting around with all the ice and snow on
the ground, so please be careful walking and
driving out there!

Recently, the BCIS Youth Group travelled

to the Hidden Valley Ski Resort near

time on a pair of skis. It was a fun time that
will maybe lead to a lifetime love of winter
sports.

While we may not have too many (or any)
large hills to ski down in our area, there are
many winter activities we can still enjoy.
Cross-country skiing or snow-shoeing is lots
of outdoor fun. Strapping on a pair of skates
is great exercise for young and old alike. Or
you can just build a snowman or make snow
angels, thanks to the large amount of snow
that we've received. Curling is another
fantastic team sport to try, or a pick-up game
of hockey.

Soon, Spring will come and the winter
activities will have to wait a few months. Might
as well take part while we can!

made for perfect skiing conditions.

Members of the BCIS Youth Group are seen here during
their trip to Hidden Valley Ski Resort. The weather and snow

Till next time,

Have fun!
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Resume tips

A resume is something that not only
shows your skills and what kind of jobs
you've had before, but it also shows an
employer what they can expect if they hire
you. That's why they are an important part of
a job search — the very first thing a boss
wants to see is your resume! Here are a few
tips on how to build one.

Be neat: Use a simple, clean-looking font
when you start building your resume.

Stick to the basics: List interesting
things about your previous jobs, especially if
you made a big impact.

Be honest: Sometimes people try to add
things to try and impress a boss. Don’t bend
the truth, they will find out!

Keep it short: Your resume only needs
to be one or two pages long. If the employer
wants to find out more about your

experience, they will ask you during an
interview.

For more tips on how to write a resume,
come to BCIS on Sunday, Feb. 2 at 1 p.m.
for a Resume Workshop. We have an
Employment Counselor that can answer any
guestions you may have!
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On Feb. 2, people will be interested to find
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groundhog’s prediction. There are Canadian

out if the groundhog has seen his shadow. This centres that also observe the date, including

seems like a Alberta. Balzac Billy is
silly tradition, the closest “groundhog
and it is, but celebrity” to us.

do you know Other popular
why  people groundhogs include
care about Wiarton (Ontario)
such a day? Willy,  Shubenacadie

The tradition is
quite simple.

If it is a
cloudy day on
Feb. 2, the
groundhog will
come out of its

(Nova Scotia) Sam,
and the most popular
prognosticator:
Punxsutawney
(Pennsylvania, USA)
Phil.

While some people
claim the Groundhog
Day predictions are

hole and
spring will
come early. accurate, a

If it is a sunny day, the groundhog will see its
own shadow and return to the hole, which
means six more weeks of winter.

The tradition can be traced back to the 18
and 19™ century Pennsylvania, where crowds as
large as 40,000 still gather to celebrate the

BCIS Calendar of Events

#

Resume Workshop
Feb. 2, 1-3 p.m.
Buying a House
Feb. 9, 1-3 p.m.

Newcomer Orientation
Feb. 23, 1-3 p.m.

Feb. 26, noon-1 p.m.

Youth Group Meetings are
held Mondays

3:45-5:30 p.m.

recent study of 13 Canadian
groundhogs across the country over 30-40 years
noted that the rodent was only correct 37 per
cent of the time.

As for Punxsutawney Phil, records of his
predictions can be traced back to 1887 — and
he’s only been right 39 per cent of the time.
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Capable of speeds up to 58
km/h, the leopard is found
throughout Africa, Asia and
the Middle East.

It is illegal to hunt leopards,
but part of their status as a
near-threatened species is
due to hunting for trade or pest
control. Loss of
habitat is another
large reason for =
the animal’'s VY
decline. i



Some Random Facts

A duck's quack doesn't echo, and no
| have implied status, and my health one knows why.

insurance card, driver’s licence and other
government ID documents have expired.
How can | renew my ID documents? Ketchup was sold in the 1830s as
medicine.

You should apply to renew your government

ID before your status expires. The elephant is the only mammal that

These services are provided by the province can'tjump.

you live in. If your status has expired and you
need to renew your government ID, you will
have to apply to the government of the
province or territory you live in. That
government will decide how and when they Question of the month
renew the documents.

For more information, contact the appropriate
government department or agency in the | A)  Brooks, Alberta
province or territory where you live, such as | B)  Wwindsor, Ontario
those responsible for health or C) Montreal, Quebec

What city in Canada is the farthest south?

transportation.
You can send us your answer via email to
Source: cic.gc.ca/english/helpcentre ryan.kiedrowski@bcis.brooks.ca.
We’'ll post the answer in next month’s BCIS
Express!

Answer to last month’s question: A beaver.

We want to hear from you! If you have anything you would like to

January Newsletter Contributors: .
add to the BCIS express please contact the office!!
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